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' | prattices are agreeab'e to the Goſpel Miniſtersia the primitive times ; and Thirdly, 
that Tithes are the undoubted maintenance for ſuch Miniſters , before ever they 
tage proceeded to the impriſonment of macs bodies, and forcing from them 


eftates, for not paying of them; and if you caninot all manifeft your ſelyes by 
things, then give me leave to tll you all, you are deceiyers', and rates” 
-preachets, and the Lord ill require the blood of the innocent at your. But 
I ſhalcome;ro the queſtion propounded by thee, and examine thy proofs, for tythes. 

"Queſtion, Whether is be convenient, zbas the preſent way of the maintenante-of | Mini- 
* Ferror Proaghers of the Goſpel be removed and taken away, or changed into ſame 
thy 
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6; ag” | [4 . 
OS. - E Which / (0 won thou haſt in exght particular anſwered , and towards the cloſe of 
oY Anſwer faicft ;' That to rake away the publick maintenance, Vit. the Tither,, provi- 
=, died; as then ſaift, in the providence of  Godfor the publick diſpenſers of the Goſpel , upen 
”  [pretences of preſent inconvenience, or (promiſes of future proviſtony is « contemy of the care 
Wo pry a fo Farr God towards his Chnreh , aud ir in {rm rerms down-right robbery. 
> And further thou fſaift; that to entitle a Nation unto fuch an ation, by impoling it 
E  ..ofi them without their conſeney1v down-right opprefiion. 5 ESE 
= r. Jfuall firftſpeak to the Queſtion propounded, and inanſwer therebnts, ds < 
politively affirm, and ſay contrarily, That the preſent way. of maintenance for Mi- 
#. &@niſters by Tithes , 2s not onely a great oppreſſion, and jntollerable in a Chriſtian 
no mimnon-wealth , or amqngſ men profcſſing Chriſt Jeſus to be their King, Prieſt, 
* -- and Prophet, but alſo Antichriſtian, and contrary to the maintenance and praRtice 
= 'ﬆf Gofpelminifters: And that not to remoye ſuch an oppreffion, were lutleleſs, 
41 plain Englith, then dire& robbery, or to uphold wickedneſs by a Law, God ha. | 
ang appvintcd-no ſuch ngaintenance for Goſpel-preachers,bur 1s a 1naintenance, as 
"you may read;ſer up by Pope Gregory,the tench;in the year 12.1 1.andnot by Chriſt, 
| TY was it ever praiſed by the Apoftles.or Diſciples of Chriſt in the primitive 
ect £ And Coo in the third part of his Inſtitutes alſo teſtifies 3 that Tenths and 
Fuft-frabtgact bury late Imnbvation, aud claimed by thePope as Succtflor to'the 
'  JewiſhHigh-prieſt: and DoQor-Seamor, one of your own. Divines - confeſſed befpre 
— - "the Commirtee of Parliamear, in the year 165 3. that- their Call cothBminiſtry 
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to all chat have but a ſeeing eye; or a bearing ear ; Iihall examinethe of th 
© proofs by thoſe-very ; Mey which rom, baſt quoftd to proye. ith ek 
tenance for the | pa diſpenſers of the Goſpel. «+0 1.45/14. 
Thy firſt proot is 1 Cor. 9.4. in-which place the Apoſtle faith, They the: preac | 
Goſpel tchenuid live of the Gdſpel, Now I appeal to. al} indifferent men , that do not%*> 
© 1 ſufferthe thick vail offalſe DoQrine ts remain as ſcales Up theireies,whether this ©: / 
*;- text pleads fora maintenance by Tithes, or no : If thou badft known whatitiste:: 
\ live of the Gaſpel,thou wouldft haye cried out againſt the oppreſiing of tender. con«'1 F 
ſciences to maintain thee,and not have cried out tothe civil power,for fear thatithe '* 1X 
opprefſian ſhould be removed. | F x 1 ND / Is forcing from people the renth part +, - =) 
of their hard labour and eitates, to maintain your generation4n pride, idleneſgand* * | 
fulneſs of bread, "a living of the Goſpel 2 1f this be to live of the Cole), *tis a life 4 
the Apoſtles and truc Miniſters of Chiiſt never livedznor their Lord and Maſternevec Y 
commanded ; who when he ſent forth his Diſciples to preach, charged then not ts | . 
take any thing for their journey,nor twe coats,ne ſciip, no bicad,ner any mony in 
their purles, Mark 6.8,9.” But now you are ay from obſerving Chuits dotrine,'+ _ | 
and his commands, that your-generation walk quite contrary : for iultead of going-; bo 
forth without proviſion, you will not goforth unleſs it be well aſſured unto you be- 2 
fore-hand. The true laborers in Chrifts Vineyard, I ſay, neves contrafted tor a fer- 
tled maintenance, nor diyined for money, as you do; but as they had freely ceceiv- 
ed, fo they freely gave, and when they had done Chriſts werk, received Chriſts 
wages, but not compelled peoplegeſtates from them,nor for being unwilling to part 
with it, caſt their bodies into priſon, as many of you haye done. Now Friend, be- 
cauſe thou art ignorant of Chriſts doetrige, and of tl.e Goſpel-miniſters mainte-< 
nance; asalſo of the Apoſtles words before by thee quoted, I thall let thee know, 
that to live of the Goſpel, is to receive what is freely adminiſtred unto thee : 'Or 
thus : The true Miniſters of the Goſpel 61 plant a Vineyard, and then partake of | 
the fruit theteof : Or thus, They receive temaporal hings of thoſe to whom they ſow \d 
ſpiricual things, 1 Cor- 9-11. Yet( left any ſhould be miſtaken, as though the Apo- E 
tle would be fo mainteined Jthe Apoſtle faith, I have uſed none of theſe, things, 
neither have I wrictentheſe things, thatit ſhould be ſo done'unto me, wverſ. 15. By - Sy 
which thou ſceſt plainly, that the Apoſtle and true Migiſter of the Goſpel,wasno : 
mercenary Preacher nor hireling, but freely as he had received, ſo he freely gave: 
he was ſo far from compelling avy to maintain him for preaching, as your fraterni- 
" ty do, that he denied his Chriſtian liberty , and wrought with his hands : 1fays 
WV Paul ſought for no refyard trom men for preaching the Goſpel; as you all do, but 
ſaith he, If I do this thing williogly, Ihave my reward ; and what is my reward, 
ſaith be, verily this , That when 7 preach the Goſpel, 7 may makg the Goſpel of Chris 
withouk, charge , that 1 abuſe not my power in the Goſpel, ver. 18. x | 
Now let all the world of unbelievers ſee, how contwary the. praftice ofthe +>; 
Miniſters ef the Church of Znglazd is from the trueMiniftersof Chriſt, and how* © 
char your Goſpelis, even ſo dear Bath it been made to ſome, that i | 217M 
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, whetein thow hab walked in-the vanity of 'y 
ound dodrine, ſuffice z and peradventure the 
Dranc cnrey yy hpi me r the Scriptures 


able forintruion, for correQion, for reproof, that ſo 
ni bee made perfet: which do@rineofperfeRion you all deny, . 
4 1 he dediine of Chrift and: his Apoles, but out ofir, and 
Ee ars rangers andenemies to it. 
* *4- The third Scripture thou bringeſt, is Zuke 10.7. where our Lord Jefus Chriſt in 
KF Commiſſion to bis Diſciples, commands them to remain in whatſoever houſe 
ſhould enter, caring and-drinking ſuck things «1 theygive ; for ſaith he, The laborer 
F 
1,7 54 mae examine whether you and your fraternity be fuch as Chriſt ſent forth: 
== in his ir ao or whether you be not ſuch as beat his ſervants, ( which 
time to time heſent forth, and when the Son came, killed him alſo, that ſo the 
- Iahericance/might be theirs.) Firſt then, : Are you Lembs, as the true Miniſters of 
Chriſt werey verſeche third of the ſame Chapter, ( & as the true Miniſters of Chriſt are 
atthisday amongſtwolves? ) Oc are you not the Wolyes your felves, ſucking the 
\ bloed, and rearing the fleſh of the Lambs, and*they do not reſiſt you ? Secondly,, 
Are you ſuch as-go- forth without money in; your purſes, and without ſcrip and 
* ſhoes, ſaluting no man by the way; as Chriſts Diſciples did? verſe 4. Or-do you not 
> inſtead thereof, go forth well accommodated and provided with all theſe things , 
E -. | Eloaich then you. will Rr, be-aflured of one: hundred pounds by the yeer, and 
«q m-leſs, but often, times more? Andin your going forth, do you ſalute nv man 
->. by the way 2, Or do you notrather complement with all you know, and coutteyery* 
- man in-power (who wiltbe lead by you) for Augmentations, Pluralities, or grea- 
 liviozs and preforments theg-you cither want or deſerye? Thirdly, Dv you ſay, 
co be to the t Houſe whereinto you'enter, as the true Miniſters # Chriſt did, and 
younor pinto thereofs either fic down in your own great Patſonage- 
il TER «d ir more Heofiangs in theic Palaces, then like deſpiſed* Mini- 
Let: orien ſy ow rio other mens Houſes , wherhrs inſteadof 
"I aſa, Peace! — F [ 1 war with Swords, By ye BEE 
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Yb of Chiift did, and ftifi do 2 Orde, you not deyour Widowy Houſes y aim 
pretence make fong prayers ? Fiſthly: Art you fuch as are content with y6 
and do you receiveit from thoſe onely that ſer you to! libour Or do you th 
quire pay from thoſe that know you to be Loyterers, and never fet j'ou tow 
Friends and people, examine the caſe whether it be not ſoz if ſo they have no! ) 
to a Goſpel-Mainrenance, no more then they can evidence elves to be Chrilf 
Miniſters, and which maintenance is no moxe by Tythes, then they can prove t eo $ 

felyes to be Goſpel-Preachers, which by their Dotrine and PraRice appears they. 

* TER 


The fourth Scripture thou bringeſt to prove Tythes a Goſpel-Maintenance, is the 

1 Cor-9.7.11. Whe:e the Apoſtle faith thus , ho goeth « warfare eny tixce xt his own 
e? whoplantttha Vinyard , and eaaevh net of the fruit chereef) Or who feededh« | 
flock, andeareth not of the Milk of the fleck > This is thy proof for Cythes: To which 3 
. I ſay, thou haſt. niore need tobe pittied, then refured , as being wholly ignorantoF_ :; 
"Y the {cope of the Apoltle in that place; heis ſo far from exating a forced mainte+ 
| nance, eſpecially upon the accompt of his Miniſtry, that he thus reaſoneth wich thy? J 
Corinchians, Though [ faith he ] 7 be not an Apoſile ro others, yer _ 1 amno yaw 
for the ſeal of mine &poſtlechip ( ſaith he | ave ye inthe Lord, verſe the ſecond 6 the 
ſane Chapter; and from thence argueth as before in the ſeventh yerſe, Now fay I; | 
If you would follew the example of the Apoſtle, and do as he did, to wit, Sow 

ritual chingsindeed and in truth,and not preach your owa imaginations for 
Goſpel, then ſhould they ro whom you ſoy ſpiritual things, adminiſter unto 
their temporal things, and that as freely too, as you (h»uld 2dminifter your 
tual things; but if you ſhall reap where you ſow not, a3 now molt of you 
then mult we needs deny you to abide in the Apoſtles DoQrine , and ſay y ; © 
none of Chris miniſters, and deferye none of his mvintenance, but are- Via Þ*: by 
Hirelings, and ne Goſpel-minifters, and deſerve puniſhment rather then-pay, k 

Tae fifth Scripture quoted by thre to prove tythes a Goſpel-maintenance, i [ 
the ſame Chaprer, the 9,10,11,12y & c3. verſes,” Which becauſe I will not repeat, *. 
they being all concerning the ſame Argument before (ſpoken of, L {hill refer theper-: ©” 
uſal of them to the impartial Reader, and he will clearly fee thoſe texts are ſa fa : 
from proving tythes a Goſpel-maintenance for Goſpe miniſters, that the A poll 
dire& a wink a ſetled maintenance ; firſt, by his Argument in the 94h. verſe, | 
it is faid, 7 how chalt not muxx/e £24 month of 'the Ox that rreadech ont the Corn;lwy wii 
it appears the Ox muſt tread out the Corn,, whole mouth is not to be muzlee, Are | 
you ſuch as tread out the Corn? If ſo, then we ſhall not allow that your mouths 
ſhould be muzled, but haye food and rayment convenient for you, as the true Mini» = 
ſers of Chriſt havez and. were you ſuch, you would therewith be contented; andof 
this you need not ( nay.you would not) doubt ; for I neyer yet ſaw the righteous 
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forſaken, nor his ſeed beg their bread, as you and your ſeed haye done, the more | 
are you to be pittied. The other Argument is from the Apoſtles words in the We -Y 
_ 12. verſes, where he ſaith, 7f we have ſown wnys 4 ing ita wr. 
ws, if werhalt reap your carnal things ? yes nevert'y ſaichhe wohave nor | ># 


er, but ſafer all things, leaſt we thould hinder the. G ol of . Sof wares 
poſtle from 6wning a ſetled-maintenance; that you ſee he denied the lawful aſemtins 
Chriftian liberty ; nay, ler ne ſayfurther, A ſedled mains ace : is moſt | 

& for Goſpel Miniftery , becauſe ghi 
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are I-01. Chriſts way » and hetcfqre cannot pay you the one, noratlow 
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"he fixth and feventh Scriotures quoted by thee, is in P/al-2.8. & e-49- 23 
Where in the firſt, the Prophet David oaking.20 I may ſay,in the perſon of Chiilt, 
the Lord having in the ſeventh verſe faid, Thow art my Song this dey have 1 begoucen 
| S goes on and ) ſaith, hk of me, and 1-will give thee the Heathen for thine [nheri- 
= Ot hd the urtermoſt parts of the earth far thy poſſeſrion : And as to that place in 7- 
Wh where the Propher ſaith, King! thall be thy Nufog fern; , and their Queen: 
Fahy Vorfing:mothers , and they shall bow down to thee with their face towards the earth, 
* and (ich up the duft of thy feet, and thou thalt know thet 1 amthe Lord » for they thall not 
be arbamed thus wait for me. I ſay,that ngither- of theſe two texts is to the matcer of 
= ythes, or majatenance inten e ; for the one ſpeaks of Chriſt his being 
=” the begotten Son of the Fathe greatneſs of the Sons Dominion, a 
& of his power over the Heathe!t —and oyet the counſels which the Rulersy'take 
” heainthim, andis alſo a prop &f their deſtruRion, for ſaith he, T bow (halt break 
* I with « Rod of [ron, and dath them in pieces liks a Porters Y ofſel. And the other 
& rextis concerning the Lords owning of the Gentiles, and ſerting up a Standard to 
5 the people; and becauſe the Lord will own them, and bring them 1n to be his people, 
= which were nothis people, therefore it is chat Kings ſhalt be their nurfing-fathers, 
5 ; and Qacens their nurling- mothers ;\&c, and they +hall not be a1hamed that wait for 
 * biw. Friend, hadſt thou a diſcerning in the things of God, thou wouldft have ſeen 
alſo; that partof this prophelic is to be fulfilled upon the opprefſorsof the children 
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of God,cven upon the Hirelings , and thoſe that prey upon the Captives of the 
© ZLord,/ er. :5. of the ſame Chapter; and the Lord ſaith, Fe will contend with them 
that contend with his perple, and will ſave bi: children; and they that oppreſi them thall eat 
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= -their pwn flecb, and they chall be drunken with their own blood, and all flech chall knew that 

= 36d ii che Saviour and Redeemer of his people, even the hoſy oneof Jacob: Ver.a6. And 

Ez now lerthe wiſcin heart judge whether theſe Scriptures hitherto quoted by thee, 
"7 ſpeak anything as to the maintenaace of Miniſters bytythes, or nor. 

, "The eighth and ninth places to prove the publike maintenance by way of tythes, 

- tobe a Ht maintenance for publike diſpenſers of the Goſpel, are theſe, Gen. 14.20. 

* Hb 7.4,5. and1 Cor.9.14, To the two firſt which ſpeak of @braham's paying the 

renth of the ſpoils'to Melchiſedeck,, and alſe of Zcvi's receiving of tythes, is ao- 

-.* thing at alt ro the maintenance of Goſpel-Diſpenſers , for which end thou quotelt 

7 them *' And without controverlie that Prieſthood is changed, for it made nothing 


7,4 


Wo a; agd another priefthoond is arifen , who is made not after the Law of a 
& -- tarnal cormmandment, but after the power of anendleſslife, who hath put anend 
$0 the fiiftpri , and conſequently to tythes alſo , and to the Do&rine of all 

Lafuch Hircliogy as witkout preach without gifts and rewards. The ether textbein 

"7th 't Cor.9/ T8. Which (ach, they that preachrche Goſpel, choidld live of tbe Goſpel, hat 

been larget A ken' to already 3 and therefore I thall conclude, and tell thee, that 

thou halt proved nothing by Scripture , that tythes is a Goſpel-maintenance , or 

it che diſpenſer: thezeof arc to be afforded tythes by way of maintehance for 

he: x6 zake ir appear as well to thee , asto all men elſe, that you 
the Chnrch,of England ) are neither Miniſtew h=02 
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- the Father and the Son; and no man can know the Father and the Son, butby Re-. 
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ded you Tt rs + ' ihafmiuch as ve 1908... 
thereunts; dries gre mary} Wh es follojring © 
you (ay, that the holy Law of Gad canner be Kept by thebefſt bf Sairits white. 
live upon earth. Which do@tine is contraryto the doQrine'of the Scriptures; an 
to the experiences of the Saints recorded therein: for David (aid tha chad Aa. 
4 
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themz Pſa. 119-166, 167, 198;verſer. And'St. John ſaith, That honey "hy 

Saints know that they ow him ; to wit,jf they keep his comma #:;,TJoh PX 

mating, thache that doth not keep the commandeniehts bF 7! Wok | 

him rand again, Fe ther farl bt kaoweth God\, and krepub not bt command 

Ira Liar, and cherruth is wot in bim; vets. 4. What Miniſters are you-then;, th 

onely preach contrary to.the Letrerof the Scriptkre, bur ills contrary to che expel). 
c 


: 
i ff ; 
o Try 5 
: 


ofthe Saints > Sezondly you ſay there is no perſeion to be attained here,and © © I 
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ſo preach adoRrme contrary to the Letter of the Scriptures, ſor Chiiſt commandee# 
his Difeiples to be perfebH as thejr wir hin Sega ieperfett : and the-A poltles PRICRL %PaY 
was for che perfultin the Seintr 3 and he ſaid heſpake wiſdom among ff thim - [us 
perfe#: this being fo, [ſhalt leave all ſaber" then” to judge, wherher you be true 
Miniſters of the Leiter fand yet are ſo bold as wo lay, you make the Seriptwres A, "4 
ru/e, Icouldclearly-inſtance immany more particulars, that you are no uue Mini- © 
ters of the Letter of the'Seripeures, but theſe are ſufficient. * | 
 Secendly .I afficm4 [That you are not Miniſters' of the Spirit neither, of which the 
Apoſtles were: able Miniſters, for you ( contraty ro the Scri cures, and to the ” 
Qrine ofour Lord Jeſus Chrilt') fay, Ther AtuMarion' ir ceaſed © whenas Gur Sayi- 
our himſelf exprefily ſaſth, Ns men k117w#h tha For but the Father , neither knower 
atly.man the F ather ſave the Sen, 'and he to whem ſorver thie Son will reveal him, 
I1l-27<4'S50 thenits evidentenpaeh, that all you whs deny Revelation, know neith 
the þather, nor the Son: whom tg know is lifs eternal, and without the know- 
ledg of whom. you-cannot know-the mind of the Spirit? for the Spirit of the Lord. 
revcaleth not the things of ies\feif- to any, brit to chi6ſt that retoive the teathi 


velation.,. Sq that ir appeats tb all mev'of a godU'underſtanding, that you are niei- A 
ther Miniſters of the Spirit, nor of the'Letrer, | F, 
Now hnce its thus evident, that you age Do Miniſters of the Spirit, as the true © 

Miniſters were, nor yettrue Munſters of the Letter ; Whoſe Miniſters, may ſome ſays 
aze they ? I anſwer: You are Migiſers of Antichiift, and found tor be in the do- 

®Arine of the Church of Reme 3 whole belly is your god, whoſe glory is your ſhgaicy, 
who mind earthly things : you ate fruitle(s trees cymbring the ground, 'and whoſe 
end is to be burnt and conſumed by the breath efh1s'niouth,and by the brightneſs of £, 
his coming 5 and this will be your reward and portion without ſpeedy Repentancey _ © *? 
«td turning from your wickedneſs, whereby you craſtily deceive the fimple, and ®;- 7 
miſlead the innocent whom the Lord will teachy for he hath ſaid, Fs proplt thalliep 
all tanght of him, : .. 
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